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1.0 Introduction

Engaging the public with engineering and engineers with society is essential in order to progress towards the Academy’s strategic priorities, objectives and the Presidential Priorities. 
2.0 The Current Climate
2.1
The UK is experiencing a time of rapid technological advancement, driven by 
engineering and engineers that is bringing significant considerations that need to be 
explored by society as a whole. These include developments in robotics and 
artificial intelligence, technology for surveillance and personal identity security, 
synthetic biology, electronic databases for healthcare research, nanotechnology 
and technologies for the mitigation of climate change and adaptation to an 
ageing population.
2.2
Due to engineering’s very nature as a driver for positive societal change, it is crucial that public engagement with engineering takes place.
3.0
The Academy’s Public Engagement Programme 

3.1
Objective: Public Participation 

Public participation is a particular type of public engagement activity with a policy focus that creates a platform for debate and dialogue in order to capture how society frames socio-technological issues. The interests, concerns and knowledge of citizens can be a valuable source of input into the policy making process, helping to frame the issues from alternative view points. 

Aim: To facilitate wider public involvement in the Academy’s 
engineering policy 
projects.
Action: The Academy will explore and consider, and where appropriate utilise, public participation activities to explore society’s views to inform policy activities. 
3.2
Objective: Best practice

Aim: To become the key player in public engagement with engineering and an 
exemplar organisation for best practice.

Action: The Academy will be innovative in its approach and genuine in its intent, 
and will lead by example by embedding quality public engagement practice into its 
activities. The Academy will communicate and disseminate its outputs and 
outcomes to a wider audience, to demonstrate the value of raising public debate on 
engineering, and facilitating citizen involvement in socio-technological issues.
3.3
Objective: Engineering Engagement 


Aim: To foster a community of engineers skilled at communicating and open to 
dialogue build capacity and provide opportunities for the engineering 
community to take part in public engagement.

Action: The Academy will facilitate experiential learning, training and networking 
opportunities for engineers in public engagement.

3.4
Objective: Public Engagement
Aim: To raise public awareness and debate on contemporary engineering and its current and future impact on society.
Action: The Academy will increase the level of public engagement with engineering activities by implementing projects in partnership with other organisations; by utilising existing platforms and changing public engagement practice to incorporate and embed engineering topics and themes. 
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Public Engagement: Engaging the public with engineering and engineering with society by raising awareness and encouraging dialogue, debate and reflection on the impact of engineering on our world.

















