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In a recent speech, Peter Mandelson said: “The next generation of
British engineers, scientists and entrepreneurs will be among the
most important Britain has ever produced.”
In this Hinton Lecture, Peter Mandelson will define the opportunities
and challenges confronting this generation of British engineers and set
out how the Government has acted since the banking crisis to invest in
our science and engineering capabilities.
Peter Mandelson will argue that far from being a post-industrial
economy, the UK retains exceptional strengths in engineering and
advanced manufacturing, with huge potential in a global economy that
will put a premium on low-carbon technologies and hi-tech industries.
He will say that, in order to maintain the balance we need in the British

economy, the nation must invest in these sectors and in the skills to help them grow.
Peter Mandelson was appointed Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) following the
creation of the new Department on 5 June 2009, when he was also appointed First Secretary of State and Lord
President of the Council.
Born in 1953, Peter Mandelson studied Philosophy, Politics and Economics at St Catherine’s College, Oxford. 
As a young man he lived in Tanzania for a year, an experience which formed life-long impressions of Africa
and the challenges of fighting poverty. A life-long pro-European, he led the British delegation to the first ever
meeting of the European Communities Youth Forum in Strasbourg in 1979. After working as an economist at
the Trades Union Congress and as a current affairs TV producer, Peter Mandelson was later appointed Labour
Party Director for Campaigns and Communications in 1985. In 1992 he was elected as Member of Parliament
for the constituency of Hartlepool. He served until his appointment to the European Commission in 2004.
Peter Mandelson was appointed to the Cabinet as Secretary of State for Trade and Industry in 1998, where he
was responsible for the introduction of the National Minimum Wage and overseeing new measures to
strengthen regional development through the creation of Regional Development Agencies. During his tenure,
he also published the Government’s Competitiveness White Paper - "Building the Knowledge-Driven Economy".
In 1999 he was appointed Secretary of State for Northern Ireland. Between 1999 and 2001 he negotiated the
creation of Northern Ireland’s power sharing government and the IRA’s announcement that they planned to
put their arms beyond use. He also introduced the radical overhaul of the police service in Northern Ireland.
Peter Mandelson is honorary Chair of Policy Network, a European and international think tank whose journal
and conferences promote the exchange and debate of centre-left policy ideas and European social
democratic thinking. He was UK Chairman of the UK-Japan 21st Century Group, which brings together
leading academics, politicians and business people.
Peter Mandelson was EU Commissioner for Trade from 2004 to 2008 and was appointed Secretary of State for
Business, Enterprise & Regulatory Reform on 3 October 2008.
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I wish to reserve                          ticket(s) for the lecture

I wish to reserve                          ticket(s) for the dinner at £50.00 each 
NB: We regret that a refund will not be possible for cancellations received after 12 October 2009 unless the place can
be reallocated.
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The Royal Academy of Engineering promotes 
excellence in the science, art and practice 
of engineering.

Registered charity number 293074

Enhancing national 
capabilities 

As a priority, we encourage,
support and facilitate links 
between academia and 
industry. Through targeted 
national and international
programmes, we enhance –
and reflect abroad – the UK’s
performance in the 
application of science,
technology transfer, and the
promotion and exploitation of
innovation. We support high
quality engineering research,
encourage an interdisciplinary
ethos, facilitate international
exchange and provide a
means of determining and
disseminating best practice.
In particular, our activities
focus on complex and
multidisciplinary areas of
rapid development.

Recognising excellence
and inspiring the next
generation

Excellence breeds excellence.
We celebrate engineering 
excellence and use it to 
inspire, support and challenge
tomorrow’s engineering 
leaders. We focus our 
initiatives to develop 
excellence and, through 
creative and collaborative 
activity, we demonstrate to
the young, and those who 
influence them, the relevance
of engineering to society.

Leading debate

Using the leadership and 
expertise of our Fellowship,
we guide informed thinking,
influence public policy 
making, provide a forum for
the mutual exchange of ideas,
and pursue effective 
engagement with society on
matters within our 
competence. The Academy
advocates progressive, 
forward-looking solutions
based on impartial advice and
quality foundations, and
works to enhance 
appreciation of the positive
role of engineering and its
contribution to the economic
strength of the nation.

As Britain’s national academy for engineering, we bring together the country’s
most eminent engineers from all disciplines to promote excellence in the 
science, art and practice of engineering. Our strategic priorities are to enhance
the UK’s engineering capabilities, to celebrate excellence and inspire the next
generation, and to lead debate by guiding informed thinking and influencing
public policy.

The Academy’s work programmes are driven by three strategic priorities, each
of which provides a key contribution to a strong and vibrant engineering
sector and to the health and wealth of society.

The Royal Academy 
of Engineering


