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Engaging with synthetic biology

The Royal Academy of Engineering
3 Carlton House Terrace, London SW1Y 5DG

Thursday 18 June 2009
9.45am – 12.15pm followed by lunch



Engaging with synthetic biology
Presentation and discussion of the findings from the UK’s first 
public dialogue on synthetic biology.

Event agenda

9.45am Registration

10.15am Welcome
Philip Greenish CBE, The Royal Academy of Engineering

10.20am Introduction from the Chair
Professor Robert Winston HonFREng, FMedSci, Imperial College London

10.30am Applications of synthetic biology – an engineer’s perspective 
Professor Richard Kitney OBE FREng, Imperial College London

10.50am Implications of synthetic biology – a sociologist’s perspective
Dr Jane Calvert, University of Edinburgh 

11.10am What the public think – presentation of the research findings
Dr Suzanne King, People Science & Policy

11.40am Panel discussion
Professor Robin Gill, University of Kent
Professor Paul Freemont, Imperial College London
Fiona Fox, Science Media Centre

12.15pm Lunch

Synthetic biology is an emerging multidisciplinary research area that is
underpinned by both engineering and science. It aims to design and engineer
biologically based parts, novel devices and systems as well as redesigning
existing, natural biological systems.

As with any new technology, it brings both potential benefits and societal, ethical and
regulatory implications. Furthermore, synthetic biology may also raise philosophical
questions about the creation and ownership of ‘new life’.

This event will present the findings of the UK’s first exploration of public attitudes to
synthetic biology and provide an opportunity for a wider debate on future engagement
strategy and the issues that need to be considered.

This public attitudes research project was carried out to complement the recently
published report on synthetic biology from The Royal Academy of Engineering
(www.raeng.org.uk/synbio) which highlighted the need for early public dialogue to
begin to understand the hopes, expectations and concerns of wider society. 



I wish to reserve                     place(s) for the event on Thursday 18 June 2009

Engaging with synthetic biology Thursday 18 June 2009

Places will be allocated on a first come, first served basis
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Please return to: 
Alice Curnow, Team Administrator
The Royal Academy of Engineering, 3 Carlton House Terrace, London SW1Y 5DG
Tel: 020 7766 0685    Fax: 020 7930 2054    Email: alice.curnow@raeng.org.uk
VAT Registration Number: 503 4089 74      Registered Charity Number: 293074
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I would like to bring a guest



The Royal Academy of Engineering
3 Carlton House Terrace, London SW1Y 5DG

Tel: 020 7766 0600 

Fax: 020 7930 1549   
www.raeng.org.uk

The Royal Academy of Engineering promotes 
excellence in the science, art and practice 
of engineering.

Registered charity number 293074

Enhancing national 
capabilities 

As a priority, we encourage,
support and facilitate links
between academia and
industry. Through targeted
national and international
programmes, we enhance –
and reflect abroad – the UK’s
performance in the
application of science,
technology transfer, and the
promotion and exploitation of
innovation. We support high
quality engineering research,
encourage an interdisciplinary
ethos, facilitate international
exchange and provide a
means of determining and
disseminating best practice.
In particular, our activities
focus on complex and
multidisciplinary areas of
rapid development.

Recognising excellence
and inspiring the next
generation

Excellence breeds excellence.
We celebrate engineering
excellence and use it to
inspire, support and challenge
tomorrow’s engineering
leaders. We focus our
initiatives to develop
excellence and, through
creative and collaborative
activity, we demonstrate to
the young, and those who
influence them, the relevance
of engineering to society.

Leading debate

Using the leadership and
expertise of our Fellowship,
we guide informed thinking,
influence public policy
making, provide a forum for
the mutual exchange of ideas,
and pursue effective
engagement with society on
matters within our
competence. The Academy
advocates progressive,
forward-looking solutions
based on impartial advice and
quality foundations, and
works to enhance
appreciation of the positive
role of engineering and its
contribution to the economic
strength of the nation.

As Britain’s national academy for engineering, we bring together the country’s
most eminent engineers from all disciplines to promote excellence in the
science, art and practice of engineering. Our strategic priorities are to enhance
the UK’s engineering capabilities, to celebrate excellence and inspire the next
generation, and to lead debate by guiding informed thinking and influencing
public policy.

The Academy’s work programmes are driven by three strategic priorities, each
of which provides a key contribution to a strong and vibrant engineering
sector and to the health and wealth of society.

The Royal Academy 
of Engineering
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